Housing with H.E.A.R.T. At the Crossroads of Housing & Climate Justice
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Learn more about the Worcester H.E.A.R.T. Partnership
feasibility study & accomplishments of partners in 2022.

1. What does equity mean? Dive into why & how to
center equity in building upgrades and climate action.

2. Climate Change Impacts on Worcester Residents

Learn more about the City’s climate plans; natural gas as a climate
threat, ,organizing around gas leaks in Worcester, and the “heat
island effect” as a climate hazard.

3. Unequal Impacts of Climate Change

See the Worcester Regional Research Bureau Report that gives
a comprehensive picture of rental units in Worcester & cost burdens
with a section on redlining. Check out the housing stories compiled by
African Community Education youth.

4. Health and Safety Barriers to Housing Upgrades

Learn more about fire and health hazards of old buildings and
why they must be addressed before buildings can be
upgraded to reduce energy costs.

5. Weatherizing Triple Deckers
What does weatherizing mean? Why is it important?
Learn what you can do to weatherize your own home.

6. Electrify!

Learn about heat pump technologies & the challenges and pathways
to electrifying triple deckers. Learn the health impacts of gas stoves
and other gas appliances.

7. Go Solar! Green the Grid!

Learn about solar energy opportunities to reduce the cost of electricity,
and Worcester’s plan to make residential electricity all green and
cheaper than market rate electricity.

8. Economic opportunities
Learn about the importance of building a workforce to do this work
and ensuring a just transition to a clean energy economy

9. Support for Building Upgrades

Learn what energy efficiency advocates recommend to make services
and funding more aligned with climate goals and more accessible and
useful to low income and marginalized communities. Learn about the
programs available now the federal funding streams created by federal
and state policies to support this work.

10. Benefits of Equitable Multi-family retrofits
See the evidence!
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